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By Mrs. Jenny Diftafl, Half Sifter to Mr. Bickerftaf. : 





Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libelii. 


——? 





From Thurfday Fune 23. to Saturday Funers. 1709. 


From our own Apartment, Fune 23. 


Y Brother has made an Excurfion in- 
to the Country, and the Work 
againft Saturday lies upon me, I 


am very glad I have got Pen and Ink 

in my Hand ; for I have for fome time 
Jong’d for his Abfence, to give a right Idea of 
Things which, 1 tigosht, he put in a very odd 
Light, and fome of them to the Difadvantage of 
my own Sex. It is much to be lamented, that it is 
neceflary to make Difcourfes, and publith Treatifes, 
to keep the horrid Creatures, the Men, within the 
Rules of common Decency. Turning over the Pa- 
pers of Memorials or Hints for the entuing Dil 
courfes, 1 find a Letter fubferib’d by Mr. .Tra- 


Man. 


SIR, 


¢ I AM Iately come to Town, and have read you 

with much Pleafure. You make Wit iub- 
© fetvient to good Principles arid good Man- 
“riers. Yet, becaufe I defign to buy the Tatlers for 
© my Daughters to read, I take the Freedom to defire 
© you, for the future, to fay nothing about any 
© Combat between Alexander and Thalefris. 


This Offence gives me Occafion to exprefs my felf 
with the Refentment I ought, om People who take 
Liberties of Speech before that Sex of whom the ho- 
nour'd Naines of Mother, Daughter, and Sifter, are 
a Part: I had like to have nam’‘d Wife in the Num- 
ber; but the fenfelefs World are. fo miftaken in 
their Sentiments of Pleafure, that the moft angiable 
Term in Humane Life is become the Derifion of 
Fools and Scorners. My Brotlierand I have at leaft 
Fifty Times quatrel’d upon this Topick. I ever ar- 
gue, That the Frailties of Women are to be imputed 
to the falfe Ornaments which Men of Wit put up- 
on our Folly and Coquetry. He lays all the Vice 
of Mer upon Women's fecret Approbation of Liber- 
tine Charaéters in them: I did not care to give up 
aPoint; but now he is out,of the Way, I cannot 
but own I believe there is very much in what he 
aflerted : For if you will believe your Eyes, and 
own, that the wickedeft and the wittieft of ’em all 
marry one Day or other, Is it a to believe, 
that if a Man thought he fhould be for ever incapa~ 
ble of being receiv’d by a Woman of Merit and Ho- 
nour, he would perfift in anabandon’d be and 
deny himfelf the Poffibility of enjo wee appi- 
nefs of wéll-govern’d Defires, orderly Satisfactions, 
and honourable Methods of Life ? If our Sex were 
wife, a Lover fhould have a Certificate from the laft 
Woman he ferv'd how he was turn’d away, before 
he was receiv’d into the Service of another: But at 
prefent any Vagabond is welcome, provided he pro- 
mifes to enter into’our Livery. It is wonderful, 


that we will not take a Footman without Credentials 
from his laft Mafter ; and in the greateft Concern of 
Life, we make no Scruple of falling into a Treaty with 
the moft notorious Offender in his Behaviour againft 


others, But this Breach of Commerce between the 
Sexes proceeds from an unaccountable Prevalence of 
Cuftom, by which a Woman is'to the latt Degree 
reproachable for being deceiv'd, and a Man dijfiers 
no Lofs of Credit for being a Deceiver. Since thig 
Tyrant Humour has gaind Place, Why are.-we 
reprefented in the Writings of Men ip ill Figures 
for Artifice in our Carriage, when’ we have to'do 
with a profefs'd Impoftor? When Oaths, Impreca~ 
tions, Vows, and Adorations, ace made ufe of as 
Words of Courfe, What Arts .are not neceflary to 
defend us from iuch as glory in the Breach. of 
‘em? As for my Part, I am refolv'd to hear, all, 
and believe none:of ‘em; and ‘therefore folemnly 
declare, no Vow thall deceive: me but that of 
Marriage : For { am turn’d of Twenty, and being 
of a {mall Fortune, fome Wit, and (if 1 can be- 
heve my Lovers and my Giaf3:). Handfome, b 
have heard all that'can be fait towards: my Undo- 
ing, and fhall therefore, for Warning-fake, givean 
Account of the Offers that have beem made me,/: my 
Manner of rejecting em, and my Affiftances to 
keep my Refolution. In the Sixtetrith Year of iny 
Life, I fell into the Acquaintance of a:Lady,exizeme- 
ly- well: known in this Town for :the quick Ad- 
vaneement of her Husband, and the Honours and 
Diftintions: which’ her — has procur’d: hin, 
and all who belong to her.’ This excellent Body 
fat next to me for fome Months at{Charch, and 
took the Liberty, which the faid her Years and the 
Zeal the had for’ my Welfare. gave: her Claim to, 
to aflure me, that fhe obferv'd ‘fome Partsiof my 
Behaviour which would ‘lead mé into Errors, and 
ivé Encouragement to fome to. entertain Ho 
did not think of. What made you (faid the): 
look through your Fan at that Lord, when your, 
Eyes fhould have been turn’d upward, or clos‘d in 
Attention upon better Objects? I: bluth’ds and: 
pretended Fifty: odd Excufes ;-— but. confounded 
iny felf the more. She wanted nothing but to fee 
that Confufion, and goes on : Nay, ‘Child, do not { 
be trotibled that I take Notice of sit, my Value%, 
for you made me {peak it; for tho’ he is my Kings; 
man, I have a nearer Regard’ ‘to Virtue thamhniy: 
other Confidefation, She hardly dane:tperk-i 
ing, when this noble Lord came wp; to us, and: 
took her Hafid to lead her .to sher Coach: My 
Head ran all that Day.and Night:on the exemplary’; 
Carriage of this Woman, »who:could be fo virtue: 
oufly impertinent; as to: adtnonifh> one the : was! 
hardly acquainted ‘with. However $b iftruck: ups; 
oft the Vanity ofa Girl that it may poffibly:be, 
his Thoughts might have: been’as favourable of : mie, 
a§ miné are amorous of him, and as.unlikel Bhibgs 
ag that have -happén’d, if he thould: ma ¢ mehis! 
Wife. She never snention’d this move to me s:biat’ 
I- fallin afl publick Places. ttole Looks at: this: 
Man, who ecafily obferv'd my Paffion for himso: Ie 
is fo hard a Thing to check the Return of -agreea- 
ble Thoughts, that: He became ny. Dream, inyi Vix.: 
fion, my Food, myWith, piy Torment. “That! 
Mintlter of Darkiieis; the Lady Sumpraniz, peréeiy'’d » 
too well the Temper I was in, and would one Day af- 
ter Evening Scrviceneeds take me te-the Park. When 
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we were there, my Lord _ y ; I fluth’dinto a 
Flame. Mrs. Difaff (faid fhe) You may very well 
remember _the Concern I was in upon the firlt No- 
tice I took of arg Regard to that Lord, and for- 
ve me, that a tender Friendfhip for your 
ther (who is now in her Grave) that I aim vi- 
ilant of your Conduct. She went on with much 
verity, and after great Sollicitation prevail'd 
on me to go with her into the Country, and 
there {pend the enfuing Summer out of the Way 
of a Man the faw I lov’d, and one whom fhe per- 
ceiv’d meditated my Ruin, by ooueantly defiring 
her to introduce him to me ;_ which the abfolutely 
tefus'd, except he would give his Honour that he had 
no other Defign but tomarry me. To her Country- 
Houte a Weck or Twoafter we went : There wasat the 
further End of her Garden a Kind of Wildernefs, 
in the Middle.of which ran a {oft Rivulet by an 
Arbor of Jeflamin. In this PlaceI ufually pafsd 
my retir'd Hours, and read fome Romantick or 
Poetical Tale till the Clofe of the Evening. It 
was near that Time in the Heat of Summer, when 
gentle Winds, foft Murmurs of Water, and Notes 
of Nightingals had giv’n my Mind an Indolence, 
which added to that Repofe of Soul, which Twi- 
light and the End of a Warm Day naturally 
throws upon the Spirits. It was at fuch an Hour, 
and in fuch a State of Tranquility I fat, when, to 
my unexprefhible Amazement, I {aw my Lord walk- 
ing towatds me, whom I knew not till that Mo- 
ment to have been in the Country. I could re- 
mark in his Approach the peer which attends 
a Man big with Defign ; and I had, while he was 
coming forward, Time to reflect that I was be- 
tray'd ; the Senfe of which gave mea Refentment 
fuitable to fuch a Bafenefs: But when he enter'd 
into the Bower where I was, my Heart flew to- 
wards him, and I confefs a certain Joy came into 
my Mind, with an Hope that he might then make 
a Dertiration of Honour and Paffion. This threw. 
my Eye upon him with fuch Tendernets, as gave 
him Power, with a broken Accent, to begin. Ma- 
dam, -- You will wonder --- For it: is certain, you 
muft have obferv’d-- tho’ I fear you will mifin- 
terpret the Motives --- But by Heav'n, and all that’s 
Sacred! If you could -- Here he made a full Stand - 
and I recover'd Power .tofay—- The Confternation I 
am in you will not, I hope, believe-- An helplefs 
innocent ‘Maid’ ---.: Befides that, the Place --- He. 
faw me in.as great Confufion as himfelf; which 
attributing to’ the fame Caufes, he had the Auda- 
ciou{nefs to throw himfelf at my Feet, and talk of 
the Stilnets of the Evening; then ran into Deifica- 
tions of my Perion. Pure Flames, Conitant Love, 
Eternal Raptures; .and a Thoufand other Phrafes 
drawn from .the Images we have of Heaven, 
which ill Men ule for the Service of Hell, were 
rin. oves with uncommon Vehemence. Af- 
ter which he :feiz'd me in his Arms: His De- 
fign was too evident.. In my utmoft Diftrefs, 
I fell upon my Knees--- My Lord, pity me, on my 
Knees--- On my Knees in the Caute of Virtue, as 
you .were lately in that of Wickednefs. Can you 
think of deftroying the Labour of a whole Life, the 
Purpote of a long Education, for the bafe Service of 


aifudden Appetite, to throw one that loves you,that 


doats on you,’ out of the Company and Road of all 
that. is virtuous::and Praife-worthy ? Have I taken 
in all the InftriGtions of Piety, Religion, and Rea- 
fon; for ino other End but to be the Sacrifice of Luft, 
and abandon'd ‘toScorn? Affume your felf, my 
Lord; and do not attempt to vitiate a Temple facred 
tolmnocence, Honour, and Religion. If 1 have in- 
jurd you,. ftab this Bolom, and let me dic, but not 
be cum’d by.the Hand iLove. The Ardency of my 
Paffion-made me incapable of uttcring more; and f 


fawiimy Lovet-aftonith’d, and pefogen'd by 7 a 


haviour : When tuth’d in Sempbronia, ! 
lefS. bafe Man, cottld you then fteal out of Town, 
and furk Jike @ Robber about my Houfe for fuch 


brutith Purpofes. My Lord was: by this Time re-_ 


cover'd, and tell into.a violent Laughter at the Turn 


which Sempronia defign’d to give her Villany. He 
bow’'d to me with the utmoft Refpect : Mrs. Difaff, 
faid he, be careful hereafter of your Company ; and 
fo retir'd. The Fiend Sempronia congratulated my 
Deliverance with a Flood of Tears. This Nobleman 
has fice very frequently made. his Addrefles to me 
with Honour, but Ihave as often refus’d em; as 
well knowing, that Familiarity-and Marriage will 
inake him, on fome ill-natur'd Occafion, call all I 
faid in the Arbour a Theatrical Aétion. Befides 
that, I glory in. contemning a Man who had 
Thoughts to my Dithonour. And if this Method 
were the Imitation of the whole Sex, Innocence 
would be the only Drefs .of Beauty ; and all Af- 
fectation by any othet Atts' to pleafe the Eyes of 
Men, would be banifhd to the Stews for ever. 
The Conqueft of Paffion gives Ten times more Hap- 
pinefs than we can reap trom the Gratification of it ; 
and fhe that has got over fuch a one as mine, 
will ftand among Beaux and Pretty Fellows, with 
as much Safety as in a Summer's Day among Grafs- 
hoppers and Butterflies, 


P.S. \Yhave Ten Millions of Things more again 
Men, if I ever get the Pen again, 


St. Fames’s Coffee-houfe, Fune 24. 

Our laft Pcl ak the Hae dated the 28th 
Inftant, fay, That on the 25th a mr pg of 
Dutch Men of War {ail’d out of the Texel to join 
Admiral Baker _at Spithead. The 26th was obferv’d 
as a Day of Fatting and Humiliation, to implore 
a Bieffing on the Arms of the Allies this entuing 
Campagne. Letters from a are very parti- 
cular in the Account of the Gallantry and Magni- 
ficence in which that Court has appear'd fince the 
Arrival of the King of Denmark. No Day has 

afsd in which publick Shews have not been exhi- 

ited for his Entertainment and Diverfion: The 
laft of that Kind which is mention’d is a Caroufal, 
wherein many of the Youth of the firft Quality, 
drefs'd in the molt iplendid Manner, ran tor the 
Prize. His Danifh Majelty condeicended to the 
fame ; but having obierv’d that there was a Defign 
laid to throw it in his Way, paisd by withont at- 
tempting to gain it. The Court of Drefden was 
preparing to accompany his Danifh Majefty to Pot/~ 
dam, where the Expectation of an Interview of 
three Kings had drawn together fuch Multitudes of 
People, that many Perfons of Diftinction will be 
oblig'd to lie in Tents as long as thofe Courts con- 
tinue in that Place. 


Advertifements. 


There is now Publith’d, 
*,* The Monthly Amufement, Number Il. tur May, 1709. Con- 
tauing, Le Miautrope, a Comedy, trom the French of Monticur 
de Moliere. Printed tor D, Midwinter in St. Paul’s Church-yard, 
and B, Lintott in Fleetiticet: And fold by J, Morphew near Sta- 
tionere-Hall. Price 16. Where may be bad Number I, for 


April. 
Juft publith’d, 
*,* The Hiftory of ene Reign of Queen Anne, digefted into 
Aunals, Year the 7th, Containing a tull and exaé& Account of 
the long and glorious Campaign of his Grace the Duke of Maris 
borough and Prince Eugene in the Netherlands, with &veral Par- 
ticulars never betore publifh’d, Alfo the trucit Plans of thé Bat- 
tes of Aucenard and Wynendale, and Siege ot Lifle. Printed tor. 
M. Coggan in the Inner- femp!e-Lane. 
Juft Poblith’d, ' 

*,* Memoirs of the Lite and Adventures of Signior ROZELLI, 
ac the Hague, giving a particular Account of his Birth, Educa- 
tion, Slavery, Monaftick Scate, Imprifunment in the Inquifition 
at Rome, and the differenc Figures he has fince made, as well in 
Iealy, as in trance and tuliand. The whole being a Series of the 
mott diverting ne and furprizing Events, ever yet made 

ublick. Done into Enghfh tiom the fecord Edition of the 

ech: and adorn’d with feveral curious Copper-Cuts. Sold by 

J. Morphew near Stationers. Hall. Price § § 
e*e secret Memoirs and Manners ot feveral Perfonsof Quality 
ot voth Sexes, trom the New Araianris, an Ifland in the Medi- 
terranean. Wrirtcn originally in Iralian. Printed tor J, Morphew 
near Seationcrs-Hali, and J. Woodward, .in St. Chriltopher’s 
Charch-yaid in .t hread-ncediceltrees, Price 3 s. 
te A New Sec of CU TS tot the Common Prayer, s5 in 
Number, tar exceeding any done in Great Britain betore, En. 
graven by J. Siurt: And fold by him in Goiden-Lion-Court, 
Aldertgate -itreer ; R, Whirledge in Ave-Mary-Lane; ]. Mors 
phew, and J. Hezard, nar Stacwners-Hall, Ir. 3s. s 
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“Seld by John Morphew near Stationers-Heal ; where Advertifements are taken in. 





